Natural killer cells and Tac antigen in the hypertension of pregnancy.
Of the immunological alterations in pregnancy hypertension were studied peripheral blood lymphocyte subpopulation in normal and hypertensive pregnancies by means of monoclonal antibodies. In pregnant women with hypertension an increase was found in NK activity. It was also shown that an increase in circulating T cells expressing Tac antigen occurred in women with pregnancy hypertension. These preliminary data on Tac antigen suggest that there is an activation of Leu 3 cells; which may introduce the concept of Leu 3 activity like NK activity. Further studies on this subject could explain that the concept of Leu 3 activity is correct.